Imaging in endocrine disorders, M. Buchfelder, F. Guaraldi, editors (Karger, Basel, Switzerland) 2016. 156 pages. Price: US$ 212.00 / CHF 180.00 / EUR 168.00 ISBN 978-3-318-02737-2 This book comprehensively covers all the imaging modalities which are used to evaluate endocrine disorders. It covers sonography, computed tomography (CT), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and molecular imaging. Molecular imaging is dealt in a way that is quite handy for residents in radiology and for the practicing radiologists. Key points about the functional modalities and their utility in current imaging protocols will be useful for the readers. Two chapters are dedicated to newer modalities like intraoperative imaging of pituitary lesions and endoscopic ultrasound of adrenals and pancreas.
First four chapters cover all aspects of thyroid and parathyroid imaging. Practical points and optimal ways to scan a patient are clearly elucidated. Besides describing the spectrum of thyroid gland disorders, it also provides an approach to thyroid nodules which are encountered in day-to-day practice. Recent advances such as elastography are also mentioned briefly. Parathyroid imaging is also comprehensively covered with due importance to ultrasound and functional modalities. Newer technique like 4D CT is mentioned briefly along with basic principles of the technique. The way to diagnose parathyroid adenoma and to differentiate it from thyroid nodules and lymph nodes is also covered. 
Book Reviews
adrenal nodules pose a major challenge for the radiologists, which is addressed adequately by elucidating the widely accepted approach.
The imaging of pituitary gland is covered comprehensively in three chapters. Imaging features of microadenoma as well as macroadenoma are extensively covered with the help of high quality images. Pearls and pitfalls of pituitary imaging is covered briefly with special mention on pseudolesions which can mimic pituitary microadenoma. The traditional imaging signs of parasellar invasion by pituitary macroadenoma and the role of high resolution imaging in showing the dural invasion are also illustrated. Recognising the importance and increasing incidence, this book has a dedicated chapter for neuroendocrine tumours. This chapter covers the multimodality imaging features of these lesions in a detailed manner. The chapter on intraoperative pituitary MRI stresses the upcoming role of this relatively new technique and how it guides the surgeon in resecting the tumour completely by providing immediate feedback. It also mentions the challenges encountered in this highly innovative technique.
The form factor of the book, format of text and the placement of figures gives the reader a unique and pleasant experience. This book is meant for residents in radiology and endocrinology and also for practising radiologists. Though the book is not extensive, salient points are highlighted which can be useful for quick reference. The radiology images and the graphical illustrations are of good quality. Tables are appropriately placed and convey salient points to the reader at a glance and colour images are provided wherever necessary. Online supplementary material is provided as QR codes which link to short videos for better understanding of the imaging findings. Besides covering the topic concisely, important references for further reading are also provided. INDIAN J MED RES, MARCH 2018 errors, also new terms are brought in out of context, for example, (i) on page no. 204, P value is always positive. 'It is lied between 0 and 1'; (ii) page no. 207, 'apply Fishers exact test', but why?; (iii) page no. 213, 'principal component analysis, helps us in finding out composite sample parsimoniously', etc, conveys totally wrong meaning. The other chapters also have such errors.
It looks as though the book has not been peerreviewed properly before final print and release in the market. There is mention of the references to the various data used for illustration and the author has referenced for writing the various topics discussed.
Overall, it seems that the non-statistical reader will get even more confused after going through this volume. This book is yet another addition to a number of books on basic biostatistics available for beginners. The contents of the book seem to be tailored for beginners/students in medical and dental colleges and might be of use to those preparing for postgraduate entrance examination. The multiple choice questions at the end of the book will be of particular use. The logarithmic and statistical tables should be of good use, although in an era of computers and statistical software all these are readily available.
D. K. Subbakrishna
There is a chapter on multivariable analysis (chapter 9) which describes some of the methods with a few illustrations. The author should have mentioned about the various assumptions involved, the sample size-variable type and size requirement and appropriate meaning of the various statistical parameters and terms (regression coefficients, variance, explained the meaning of odds ratio, the range it can take, etc.) such that the book acts as a manual for a non-mathematics student who is not familiar with these terms. The ultimate aim of any therapeutic strategy is the maximum restoration possible and eventual return to normalcy of function. There has been a steady increase in the number, complexity and evolution of 'new' diseases afflicting the nervous system, impacting the global disease burden in the society.
As most neurological disorders are chronic and ageing related, with the increase in life expectancy On the whole the book is written in a logical way providing the basic concepts as well as state of the art information in the field of endocrine imaging. It is a must read for all those who are interested in endocrine imaging and would be a useful asset to medical libraries.
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